Hypothesis Testing Model by Lindsay Hughes

Target Student: Brett Cook
                         Grade: 3rd
                                           Date: April 2009

Teacher: Mrs. Sharon Panicker 

Activity Observed: Various observations over 4 months

	Observations
	Inferences
	Hypothesis
	Curricular Decisions 

	Brett raises his hand for almost every question.

Brett smiles and claps his hands together whenever group work is mentioned.

Brett asks his teacher for a snack every morning after rummaging through his backpack, looking furiously.

Brett punched another student at lunch.

Brett always chooses books to read that are at a level 30 (the highest level for 2nd graders.)

Brett shouts out answers frequently without raising his hand.

Brett often seems to daydream during writing time.

Brett stopped writing in his writing journal, even though time is given every day to write a page.

Brett brings in boxtops on Fridays for his teacher.

During silent reading time, he quietly hums tunes to himself.

Brett brings in a different toy everyday and shows his classmates.

Brett always volunteers for extra work and tasks such as helping the teacher out, running things to the office, collecting papers, and etc. 
	Perhaps Brett wants attention.

Perhaps Brett enjoys working in groups.

Perhaps Brett is either hungry or forgetful.

Perhaps he was angry, frustrated, or looking for attention.

Perhaps he enjoys a more challenging read, or has read all the books in the lower levels already.

Perhaps he may want attention, or forgets to raise his hand.

Perhaps he does not enjoy writing, or does not know how to start.

Perhaps he does not like to write or has a bad attitude toward writing.

Perhaps he enjoys helping his teacher.

Perhaps he has not learned how to read completely silent yet, or maybe humming makes him concentrate.

Perhaps he enjoys showing off.

Perhaps he likes helping others or being a leader.
	I think that Brett does not realize when to raise his hand.

I think that Brett may work better or learn more while working in groups than individually.

I think that Brett is just forgetful and does not remember to put his snack in his backpack in the morning.

I think that Brett was looking for attention.  (His mother recently gave birth to a new baby girl.)

I think that Brett is a more capable reader and is not afraid to try reading harder books.

I think that Brett is so excited about answering that he accidentally shouts out the answer.

I think that Brett has trouble getting his thoughts into words.

I think that Brett needs extra help and instruction on the writing process.  He needs to see enthusiasm so that he can be excited about writing.

I think that Brett brings in boxtops because he cares about his school and it makes him feel good about himself.

I think that humming makes Brett feel more comfortable, at home, and relaxed.

I think that Brett enjoys the attention that he receives from bringing in and sharing his toys.

I think that Brett likes the feeling of being responsible and taking the initiative.  I think that it gives him sense of importance and purpose and he enjoys those feelings.
	Talk about the rules or move Brett closer to the teacher’s desk.

Make sure to have a good balance of individual and group work to provide each student with different opportunities to learn.

Send a letter home to parents explaining the importance of providing their student with breakfast or a snack in the morning.  This will serve as a reminder.

Have a conference with Brett’s parents about the situation.  In school, consider doing some projects on family and how each member is important.  

Have a variety of books available for more capable readers.  Have books there that are just below their frustration level.  

First, talk about the rules.  If necessary, ignore Brett’s shout outs and only call on the students with their hands raised.

Increase writing workshops and instruction on good writing.  Give examples through modeled writing and encourage peer editing and group sharing.  Make the writing purpose clear with a personal connection.

The teacher should be available for extra help.  During classroom time, spend more time on writing instruction.  Have homework assignments sent home for practice.

To increase help from other students, start making rewards available for helping the teacher out.  

Talk about the rules and how the class is supposed to read silently.  Have Brett practice at home.  Move Brett to a different spot if necessary for a while.

Only allow toys for special purposes such as a show and tell.  Send letter home as a reminder to parents.

Consider giving each student a special job or a task to perform everyday to give them a sense of responsibility and accomplishment.  




